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THE 

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND ; 

Dated Mce?'c/i 25 th, 1820 , 

Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to he Frinted, 33 June 1820. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES CHETWYND EARL TALBOT, 
LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, &c. &c. &c. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

W E the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, nominated and appointed 
under an Act made and passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in the iifty-third year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for the appointment of 
“ Commissioners, for the regulation of the several endowed Schools of public and 
“ private Foundation in /re/r/nflf,”~Proceed to lay before Your Excellency, in obe- 
dience to the Provisions of the said Act, a Report of such Transactions of our 
Board, from the 25th day of March 1819, to the 25th day of March last, as are 
deserving of Your Excellency’s notice. 

And first, in respect of such of the Schools of Royal Foundation as have been the 
subject of particular attention or arrangement, since the period of our last Report, 
we have to state, that our Architect has been directed to furnish a suitable Plan 
for the erection of a School House on the Lands belonging to the School of 

CAEYSFORT, 

at an expense not exceeding five hundred pounds, and we have caused a proper 
Site to be selected for the Building ; but we have delayed the commence- 
ment of the work until the remainder of the School Lands shall be let on Leases 
to solvent Tenants, so as to produce certain Funds for the establishment and 
support of the School ; but such setting has been hitherto impeded by the great 
distress of the Farmers, and the depreciation of Land in that part of the 
country. 

CAVAN ; 

We have the satisfaction of reporting to Your Excellency, that since our last 
Report, the Master of Cavan School has been put into possession of his School 
House, it being completed for Residence ; and we are of opinion, that this School 
of Royal Foundation, established in the vicinity of the town of and having- 

ample accommodation for Boarders, is likely, under the proper conduct of the 
Master, to become one of the most flourishing Schools in Ireland. 

A ENNISKILLEN 
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ENNISKILLEN : 

Doctor Burrowcs, the learned Miister of the School of Enniskillen, having befcn 
recently promoted to the Deanery of Cork, and having consequently resigned his 
Mastership, we deemed it expedient, during the vacancy of the School, to carry 
into effect tliose arrangements which we had formerly contemplated with respect to 
the regulation of the Salaries of his Successors and their Assistants ; and accordingly 
our Board has come to a Resolution, “ That in future the Masters of Enniskillen 
School shall have a certain salary of five hundred pounds a year; and also that a 
yearly sum not exceeding five hundred pounds be allowed for Assistants, so soon as 
the number of Scholars shall amount to sixty, and so in proportion for a smaller 
number ; and it has been reserved for the consideration of a future meeting of our 
Board, whether an English Teacher shall be added to the establishment of the 
School of Enniskillen, and if so, at wlrat salary ; and also, how the Surplus Fund 
which may remain, after payment of such salaries and ordinary annual expenses, 
shall be from time to time employed and disposed of. 

EAPHOE : 

We are concerned to state to Your Excellency, that notwithstanding the exertions 
of the Agents to the School Estates, the arrears of rent which accrued upon the 
Scliool Lands of Raphoe remain uncollected, by reason of the refractory disposition 
of the tenantry of those estates, which extend over a large tract of country chiefly 
mouutaiuous. In the hope of inducing the tenantry who retain the possession, to 
discharge their arrears, and improve their farms, our Board proposed to them, if 
they would discharge their arrears, to grant them leases for 21 years of their farms, 
at rents approaching the valuation which had been set upon the lands by our Agents 
and Surveyors ; but which proposal they refused to accept of. We have, therefore, 
been compelled to direct our Solicitor to devise sucli measures, under the direction 
of the Counsel to this Board, as may be best calculated to enforce the discharge of 
the rents so unpaid ; and we have for some time past caused the Estate to be adver- 
tised for letting, in the whole or in divisions, to solvent Tenants, for a term of 21 
years ; but sucli advertisemeuts have not as yet produced any satisfactory proposal. 

PRESTON’S SCHOOLS : 

In respect of the Schools of Navan and Ballyroan, not of Royal Foundation, 
but established by Alderman John Freston, in or about the year 1686, we have to 
state to Your Excellency, that the Suit in the Court of Chancery, commenced by an 
Information filed by His Majesty’s Attorney General in the year 1735, (as noticed 
in the Second Report of the Commissioners for inquiring into the state of all Schools, 
of public or private Foundation, in Ireland ), and continued down to the present 
period, by the advice and under the direction of Counsel, has been brought to a 
hearing in the last Term, before the Right honourable the Lord Chancellor, after 
a Suppiementary Information, advised by Counsel, had been filed on the 15th of 
October 1816, pitrsuant to the direction of his Lordship contained in an Order pro- 
nounced upon the Petition of the Commissioners of Education ; and we are informed, 
that his Lordshij), upon said hearing, after partially dismissing the Information 
as against two of the defendants, was pleased, amongst other things, to decree, 

“ That the fund remaining in the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the said 
cause, should be transferred by the Accountant General to the credit of the Com- 
missioners of Education ; and that it should be referred to the Master to inquire 
and report, in whom the nomination of Master to the said Schools of Navan and 
Ballyroan was then vested ; and further to inquire, who was the heir at law of the 
survivor of the Trustees named in and by the deed of Alderman John Preston^ 
of the 6th July 1686, in the pleadings mentioned;” and his Lordship was pleased 
to reserve the consideration of all further directions until further order. 

HEWETSON’S SCHOOL: 

In respect of the Suit adverted to in the former Reports of this Board, as having 
been instituted against the Trustees, under the will of Dr. Patrick Hewetson, 
for account, amongst other things, of the real and personal property left by him, 
in the year 1770, for the support of a Charity School on the lands of Betaghs- 
lown, in the county of Kildare, we have to inform Your Excellency, that issue 

having 
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Imvinf been ioined, and witnesses examined, tliat cause came on to be heard before 
tlie ll%ht honourable the Lord Chancellor on the 17th of Novenihe^' 1817 ; when, 
uniono'st other thinrps, as we are informed, it was ordered and decreed, “ that it 
should be, and it was thereby referred to Stexoart King, esq. Master m Chancery, 
to take an account of the rents and profits of the estates oi the said J a/nc/.' 
HetcJC/50H,dcvisedto the charitable uses in the pleadings mentioned, and by whom the 
same had been from time to time applied ; and the said Master was directed to inquire 
and report how the said Charity Estate had been from tunc to time managed. 

And the Accounts, directed by the said Decree, having been takcin and the 
Master’s Report obtained on the 4th day of November his^, to winch Exceptions 
on the part of the Informant were taken by the advice of Counsel : 

The said Cause was finally set down for hearing on the Report, the exceptions 
taken thereto, and the merits, and was heard on the_ 7th of December hist ; when 
the Lord Chancellor was pleased, amongst other things (as we are mfonned), to 
order and decree, “ That the Master in the cause should inquire and report, 
whether, by reason of the agricultural Plan in said Report mentioned, the 
lands so cultivated had been improved to 

Roys were usefully instructed in the mystery of agriculture ; and how the Lluiity 

EsLe had been managed from the year 1812 to the year 1816; and 

an account of the receipts and disbursements m respect thereof; and that the 

parties should be at liberty to apply as to a scheme for the 

the Charity and we are in expectation that the said Suits will soon be finally 

terniiiiated. 

CAI.VERSTOWN: 

We be- leave to report further to Your Excellency,^ that Sir HkMrd Levinge, 
Bart, deceased, about the year 1747 devised certain lands at Laken, m the 
county of Meath, for the maintenance and instruction at Calverstomi (m the 
coimt( of Kildare), of poor children belonging to the latter place; end that the 
rents of the said lands of LaUn, not having been appropriated to the use of the 
Charity for several years last past, the CommissioiMrs of Charitable Donations 
k l Beauests caused le-al proceedings to be instituted for recovery of said 
DnA ofT«/l, Td of “the arrears of' rent thereof withheld from the Chanty, 
which iiroceedinss are now in progress ; and that pending such pioceedmgs, the 
eswe rSeZLu, on which there is a house used as a School-house and for 
the residence of the Master, has lately been sold by the heir of Sir Sic/mrd Levin,, c 
to Robert Burroms, esq. an eminent solicitor, who has professed himself desiioius 
to promote the interests of the said Charity, and to give "P gXXTsto 

small nortion of land adioining thereto, for the use of the School and Sc loolmastei, 
and elen further, to endow the School, provided the ftinds ongmiiny deagned as 
aforesaid shall be made available and appropriated to its use ; and Mr. BtirroticJ 

by mcmonal to the ^ , . ai-g. Master oi' Calversto'sm School, pending the 

ISimSl^s 'S Se Donations and Bequests, which 
iipplication will, we trust, be successful. 

WICKLOW ; 

Wicklow, setting ^ the endowment of the 

was no Master of the said School) to hold as a te“"t Lciitv-one noumls 
190, ^ 2 
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inent, through the representations of our Boar<l, that they had been granted for tlic 
Schoolmaster’s use, tlie Crown Solicitor was directed, by order of Your Excellency, 
to cause the possession of the said lands to be given to the Rev. Mr. Corcoran, 
the Master of the School of WicJdoiv, and wliich was accordingly given in the 
month of April 1818, without any reservation of rent from him, expressed or implied. 
It appears, however, from the Memorial of tlie said Mr. Corcoran, that the Collector 
of His Majesty’s Revenue of Elxcise, resident near the Town of WicMoxv, caused 
Jlr. Corcoran'& cattle to be seized and impounded for rent alleged to be due by him 
out of the said lands to the Crown, and which is stated to be to the same amount 
as tliat formerly reserved from Mr. Ronayn, being twenty-one pounds ; and it has 
been further stated by the said Mr. Corcoran, that the Collector was apprized by 
him of the nature of his tenure, and requested to suspend such severe measures 
until application could be made in the proper fpiarter, with a statement explanatory 
of his rights as Master of tlie School of Wlcklotv, but that the said Collector pcj- 
severed and caused his cattle, (which had been given to him by the Pound-keeper, 
knowing his solvency) to be driven to a distant pound, and so that he was obliged 
to deposit a sum of twenty-live pounds sterling to procure their re-delivery, which 
sum lias not been refunded to him. 

And we have to state to Your Excellency, that this affair having been submitted 
to the Commissioners of Excise, by a Petition from the Rev. James Corcoran, and 
the copy of the Grant of the Earl of Chesterjicld, together with the Oi'der of Your 
Excellency that he should be put into possession of those lands, having been com- 
municated to the Board of Excise by our Secretary in the course of last summer, it 
has been intimated on their part, by letter in reply to a recent application from us 
upon this subject, “ that the Commissioners of Excise have directed a Case to be 
prepared and laid before the Attorney General, for his opinion, on tlie claim of the 
Rev. Mr. Corcoran, Master of the endowed School of fVicldo'w, and that so soon 
as the Board of Excise shall be enabled, by receiving tlie opinion of the Attorney 
General, to communicate the result to the 13 oard of Education, they will do so.” 



DIOCESAN SCHOOLS: 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that it having been communicated 
to our Board in the month of December last, by a letter from the Right lionour- 
able Chai'lcs Grant, that Your Excellency had been in expectation of a plan for the 
regulation of the Diocesan Schools oi Ireland, and desired that our attention should 
be directed to those sections of the Act of Parliament under which our Board has 
been constituted, prescribing the respective duties of the Government and of the 
Cojnmissionei-s of Education, for the establishment of Diocesan Schools ; our Secre- 
tary was directed forthwith to make application, by letter, to the Secretaries of 
the several Grand Juries throughout Ireland, for Returns from each, specifying 
whether the Grand Jury of such County, or County of a City, had, at any period 
upon record in its transactions, contributed any and what sum or sums to the Diocesan 
School of the Diocese or Dioceses wherein the same was situate, for building a School- 
house, or otherwise, in order to enable us to dlstingui.sh the Schools capable of being 
consolidated (under the provisions of the 22d section 0^ tlie Act before-mentioned) 
from such as having derived aid from the Grand Juries of particular Counties since 
the passing of the 53d Geo. Ill, c. 107, are excluded (by the 28th section of the 
same Act) from being subjected to consolidation with others. And accordingly 
Returns have been made of Presentments for the building or repairs of Diocesan 
School-houses in Ireland, (some to a very trivial amount), which have thus had the 
effect of circumscribing, to a certain extent, the exei-dse of the powers of the Com- 
missioners of Education, who would otherwise be enabled to unite into District 
Schools, several of the Diocesan School Establishments within the four provinces of 
Ireland. 

And we are sorry to be obliged, with respect to Schools built or repaired by 
presentments, to state to Your Excellency our apprehensions, that the presentments 
(which have excluded them from tlie scheme of consolidation) may not be repeated. 
As a further preliminary to our taking those steps, called for hy Your Excellency, 
and submitting a plan to be approved of and ratified by Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment, we have instituted an inquiry into the present state of those Diocesan 
Schools, which existed at the period when the “ Commissioners for inquiring into 
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the state ol‘ all Schools, of public and private Foundation,” made their fourth 
Report, to assist us in pronouncing upon the expediency of continuing, as separate 
and independent establishments, Schools capable of being united. 

We shall, however, (though under such disadvantages) persevere in our progress 
to the formation of a plan, as directed by Your Excellency. 



Having thus reported to Your Excellency, on such of our transactions as prin- 
cipally deserve Your Excellency’s notice, we defer the mention of many other 
matters and subjects under discussion by our Board, until sufhcieutly matured to 
claim your Excellency’s attention. 



March 25, 1820. 



( THOS. ELUINGTON, (seal.) 

j W„ L. VESEY FITZGERALD, (seal.) 
Signed, RADCLIFF, (seal.) 

! J. LESLIE FOSTER. (seal.) 



Cham. Wm. Walker, 

Secretary. 



Dublin Castli?, 29th May 1820. 



A true copy, 

W. Gregory. 
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